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LIVE STREAMING on YOUTUBE is still provided every Sunday!  Please see Tony or 

Pastor Greg if you need help.  We will be happy to take you through the procedure. 

Volunteers are needed in various areas within the 

church. Please sign up at the Welcome Center to 

assist us through this coming year.  Many posi-

tions are open.    WE NEED YOU!     Thank you! 

2 Cor 

Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!   2 Corinthians 9:15  

Dear Santa Claus; “I would like for Christmas this year... ” 
Sound familiar?  We all used to write letters similar to this when we were young children.  

Or maybe we encouraged our children to be sure to get their letters in the mail to the North 

Pole as soon as possible.  Imagining that a simple letter to a man dressed in red and white 

clothing would read our letters and then bring us what we asked for, whether we had been 

good or bad throughout the year.  Imagine: all we had to do was ask.  Wait a minute...hold 

the phone…  I didn’t always get what I asked for!  Something went wrong! 

 Of course we didn’t.  Sitting on a man’s lap dressed in red and white, a beard, under a 

pointed hat, did not guarantee us anything.  We were told a “tale” to hopefully cause us to 

be better children that we had been before.  Now that we’re grown up and can reason right 

from wrong, we know asking for toys, clothes, and personal items from a man telling us 

that he flies behind 8 reindeer to deliver to children all over the world just doesn’t work. 

 We understand and now reason as adults the myth behind Santa Claus is just that, a 

myth.  It may be the disillusionment that has caused us to be skeptical about Christianity in 

a same light.  So many people years ago believed that going to church every Sunday for 

Bile school and church was a must.  We attended these services not to have more toys or 

new clothes; we attended because we knew it was the right thing to do.  But in these days of 

pandemic and questioning reality for man’s perception of reality, we have become as skepti-

cal as those who no longer believe in Santa Claus.  The problem is that God the Father, God 

the Son, and God the Holy Spirit are real.  God provides for us all that we need to be sus-

tained in life.  Jesus provides for the promise of Salvation and a hole in Heaven.  The Sprit 

helps us daily to understand God’s will and God’s plan for All mankind.  Yet mankind is 

also skeptical about these three. 

 This holiday season, I would like to encourage you, to encourage your friends and 

family, to place their trust not in a mythical man dressed in white and red.  Instead, place 

their trust and lives in the hands of the One who can and will answer their needs whenever 

needs arise.  Remember, John 14:13 says, “And I will do whatever you 

ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. “ 

  Please note our NEW Layout for the Newsletter!  Contact the office if you have something to submit. 

Due to recent Covid Surges we are requesting that you observe 6 ft social distancing 

and use fist bumps.  Mask, gloves, and hand sanitizer will all be available for your use. 

Togetherness Tuesdays   will resume after the holidays.  Be watching as we publish our   

January restaurants in the January Acclaim.  May God bless you this Holiday Season! 

Special Dinner Schedules:  A date has been selected for the Leadership Christmas Din-

ner.  It is planned for December 16 at 5:30 at Fairmount Cafe.  ALL Leadership and their 

wives plan to attend and bring a white elephant gift for under $5.00.  This time is always a 

blessing!  PLUS: who knows where the famous “Christmas Sweater” will wind up.  Please 

see Clara Ovre for meal details and order sheets.  Ho Ho Ho!  Merry Christmas! 

Weekly Services & TimesWeekly Services & TimesWeekly Services & Times   
Sunday:  9am  Bible Study in the Fellowship Hall 
   10 am  Morning Worship In Person at Avon Park Christian Church 
     or Live Stream on YouTube!  
Monday 9am  Women’s Bible Study  will meet Dec 6th, 13th, postpone until Jan 10th. 
Wednesday  6pm    “The Chosen”   Video, then Survey Sessions next week following video. 
Our Holiday Schedule will be meetings help Dec  1st, 8th, 15th, postpone until January  5th. 



She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name  
Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” Matthew 1:21  

Dec 16         5:30 PM Leadership Dinner 

Dec 19         9 AM Sunday Bible Study  

Dec 19         10 AM Sunday Service 

Dec 23 NO Women’s Bible Study 

Dec 24 6PM Christmas Eve Service 

Dec 25         Merry Christmas  

Dec 26         9 AM Sunday Bible Study  

Dec 26         10 AM Sunday Service 

Dec 27 Office Closed till Jan 2nd 

Dec 28 9 AM Sunday Bible Study  

Dec 28         10 AM Sunday Service 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

Thoughts from a Deacon:  
This is truly a special time of the year.  Fond memories of gathering with family 

around the dinner table and opening gifts given out of love.  I would like to take a 

moment and remind and challenge everyone of what this time is truly all about.  A lit-

tle over 2000 years ago our Savior Jesus Christ was born and lived the perfect 

sinless life in order to be the ultimate sacrifice for our Sins then, now,, and forever-

more.  What greater act of Love and a better gift can be shown and given  to us than 

our Lord coming to walk, talk, and teach us the way to live knowing that what his 

fate on Earth would be.  So while you spend this month gathering with your family 

and enjoying the time together, be sure to take a moment or two and remember the 

Love and Gift of Jesus Christ and what the Season is truly about              Tony Ratliff 

Upcoming Events 
Each Tues Together Tuesday meets 5:30pm 

Dec   1       6 PM Bible Study 

Dec   5       9 AM Sunday Bible Study  

Dec   5       10 AM Sunday Service 

Dec   6       9 AM Women’s Bible Study 

Dec   8       6 PM Bible Study 

Dec 12       9 AM Sunday Bible Study 

Dec 12       10 AM Sunday Service 

 Dec 13      9 AM Women’s Bible Study 

    Dec 15   6pm Last week For The Chosen 

   December 2021 Servers  

Open Up/Lock Up/Host:   

John Kornegay 

 

Communion Meditation:  

Sal Sboto 

Ricky Helms 

Lee Taylor 

Greg Ratliff 

December 2021 Servers  

Communion to the Sick:   

Sal Sboto 

Ricky Helms 

Lee Taylor 

Greg Ratliff 

 

Communion Preparations:  

Susan Taylor 

Happy Birthday 
Dec    1 Susan Kozma 

Dec    1 Thelma Rachel 

Dec    2 Glenda Newgent 

Dec   13 Ken Daniels 

Dec   26 Cindy Smith 

Dec   27    Ron Byarlay 

Happy Anniversary 
Dec     19     Paul & Darlene Walton 

Please contact the office with updates and 

changes for Anniversaries and Birthdays! 

PLEASE NOTE:   The Women’s ministry is meeting every Monday at 9am for Bible Study 

“Experiencing Intimacy with God” by Christa Kinde.  Please contact Beth Helms or Susan 

Taylor for further information and book details.  Please plan NOW to attend!  See You Here! 

Wednesday Evening Bible Study at 6pm 
 

The Bible Study will be based on the series entitled “The Chosen”. You may have 

already watched the series on the app but this will take a deeper dive into the scrip-

tures and the stories portrayed. Learn the meaning behind some of the catch phrases 

that you see and hear from the episodes like: “The Wedding Gift”, “Indescribable 

Passion”, “Invitations”, and “I Am He”. I promise you that you will count the days 

between the sessions with great anticipation.   

Adult Bible Study—Fellowship Hall    

Beginning in December, we will begin a 3-week study of the book of Second 

Thessalonians. Paul had wanted to correct some misinformation about the re-

turn of Christ and the signs that would accompany His return. Who is this man 

of Lawlessness that Paul describes in chapter 3? Come and join us for this in-

formative study at 9:00 AM Sunday mornings.  

Don’t forget Congregational Meeting will be 

held on January 9th, immediately following 

service.   


